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i OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN Believes He Was Born for Grand Opera. « By Charles Darnton ;
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iT wans as serene as a riot
“It’'s just llke Europe,
plice,
Yos,

the departure
Y “torrin™’

=

.’

words and

‘lobby of the Manhattan Opera-House,

the long
Fager,

the side line, but missed him by a boa's length.

Direktor's piivate office at the eastern end of the lobby, and hae escapad | | macy,
There was no stopping him,

I expected to'find this man of large and strenuous affairs a bit ruftled.
no, he was s smooth as his silk hat, bullt on the old Hammerstein |

_through the door by the rim of his hat.

But,

plan but as new as his opera-house,

“Do you find it harder to be a grand-opéra impresario than a theatrical | warden?
when wo found ourselves within lhe freshly

manager?” I inquired,
gomined walls of his retreat.
“1 will tell you,'
No,
“And I won't say hr-"\'mx
cigar.

he didn’t say what you'ré anticipating.

have found very little pleasure in it.
own opera-house—that s diiferent.
experience for which I have longed many years.”

“And has the experience taught you anything

He removed the cigar to make room for an amused *‘Hal*

leaning back in his chalr and
*“I should think so.

"

“Taught me anything?' he repeated,
gending a cloud of smoke to the ceiling.
thought I knew it all. And then I discovered that
to learn.

Mr,
through it

Hammerstein wore his celebrated hat,

frank enough to say so.

“But grand-opera singers aren't so hard to manage If you go about it
“I don't grieve when I find that people

in the right way,” he went on.

fsn't 1t?" remarked my Frerch accom-
Mr. ‘Ketten, expanding jdnd beginning to feel at home.,

ft was like a row..botween a Parls ecabman,
of an {mitatlon train from Bt. Lazare station.
Imported gestures. All were hurled
\at Oscer the Great, Hammerstein the Master Bullder, as he hurried through

excited gentlemen with pointed beards and remarks to match.

‘/((ml!:ull expert might have described the mo¥Ving picture as a “mass play,”
A stotuesque lady in operatic furs tried to tackle the redoubtable Oscar from

' he continued, as hg thought it over with hig | first.
“Perhaps 1 shoild sty that I am In my element. Yes, that {s it ‘Talk about overcoming difficulties!
»~My life as a the atpical manager hos been one of worry and vaxation.

I believe 1 was born for {t.

We all discover that some time or other, you know.”

He hadn’t taken the leap from headliners and monkeys to
prima donnas and tenors without learning a thing or two, and he was

accompanied
The afr

pursued by a horde of
A

aren’t all alike.

‘“No,
The goal was the Herr | | therh so.

they're not g0
It's all {n the
But, first of all,

|Lbclr respect. Now, {f I

[rore I am & musician,
know {t, too, and we th
No.
kal- | by kindness,

.l

house.

3 1 N b TACT
\o1PLomacy
)

[T haven't been a butcher,

{ treat m¥ singers with &very consideration,
‘ You cannot drive these people. They mist be coaxed. 1
| coax them, I smoothe tham down so"—the desk served for a manifestation
' he said, giving his blg, black clgar o moment's rest. | —"and dlscord vanishes.
“As a theatrical manager I was In purgatory, and:now I am {n —."
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I am wﬂllng to take the world ag I find {t, tmd to take
opera singers as I find them.” :
““And you haven't tound them difficiln?”

bad as they're printed. - At least I haven't found
way you handle them. You must use tact, diplo-

you must know what you're doing. You must gain

had been a butchér they wouldn't respect me. But

I have produced and conducted grand opera be-
and—well, I know *hat I am doing. The singers
enefors get along very well together., Aml I‘_\arjnll
It's dil done

‘Already there {s an a{r of loyalty In the opera

My singers are willing to stand by me, they realize that T am just

gotting started, and that everything -can’t be expected to run lmoothly at

Nésw, there's

I tnct

It is8 an |

1n shape for his openlng
thus fm‘?"

When I nsked her to sin

You see, I
I didn’t, that I had a lot !

thing!
when I had finished, wh
she would sing at both
macy, did the business.
singers,”

“And what about th

but he wasn't talking

That's the best aunswer
been all, and even mor

You should have seen |t!
But to produce opera, to have my | | under the gun—an outside cabin for hi§ valet on the ghip, a carrlage for
hlxu to and from rehearsals—nothing left ocut. Yet, when his volce wasn't

told me to deduct $1,600 from his ealary,

week, what did she say?
But [ talked with her, gently, earfesfly.

Renaud—the Irving of the operatic stdfe, I call him.

He was slmply viclous about hls con-
Forty-eight pages, covering everything

performance, what did he do? He came to me and

She had never heard of such a
And what did she say
en I had explained the situation to her? BShe mald
performances, that's what she sald. Tact, diplo-
Tbal is the kind of support 1 am getting from my

Impossible!

e support-of tha public?”

“Come any night and see the string of people at tho. box-office window

The support of the public has
I must get mlong for awhile

to your question.
o, than I expected.

OPERA

15 A
NECESTY
FOR THE

MUSICALLY
INCLINED

" OSCAR.
HAMME RijN

will come {n time. First I must establlsh my

{must be known to the publlc at large. Now,
And Mme. Bressler-Gdanol|] l .

g Carmen on Friday and 8Baturday evenings of this |

Bonel?' I might just as well say ‘He's a brother
‘And in.answer to wi¥o's

of that I am certain.
of location.

and I am confident of the result.”
“You still bellevs there {& roomh for two Gpera
“I have belleved that from the first, and nothi

vlthout'a subscription 1ist, of course; put I am confident that subscribers

Glanoli 7' say ‘She’s a sister of Levy, the cleauer.'
The public must learn to know my singers, This will take time.
when the people have heard them once they will come to hear them again— |
It I8 wholly a matter of singers.
The public will go anywhere {f it can get what it wants.

didn't have the goods, I wouldn't get the public.
the goods. And I am dellvering the goods. I leave the rest to the public, |

..-/' ‘.‘\
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. 1 DON1T
GRIEVE

»...3

to New York,

shown here.

this enterprise,

they are.
monkey
port of the publle
opera house, my singers  company, opera every
{f anyone asked “Who's |

of Tony, the bootblack.' |
‘nm walting to see.

DUH But he stopped,
wmhlng cap of Slegfrlcd

It {s npot a matterl

do you want?
sing to you."”
We fled.

houses {n New York?"
ng has happened to make

fact, I have done {t in the face-of discouragement on all sides.
own fammlly told m»s I was insane. Perhaps 1 am,
create; and'the creative faculty is like Insanityi—It start¥ in the head. I
have given New York this opera house bedauss 1 beljeve New York wants
it, rneeds it. Opera is a-necesgify to the musically inclined,
peopld who want opera can't get it at the Metropolitan Opera-House, for
the reason that the house is virtually gold out for the season to subscribsvs,
I have been surprised ut the enthusiasm,
Particularly
discriminating appreciation of muste has béen manifested at every per=
formance. And the galleries have been crowded.
for good music, and they are willing to pay for {t.”

:"“To pay high prices?”

“That 18 a question ‘which I asked myself, of course, when [ planned
And It 1s a question which may he-anawered to the 1o
faction of everyone later on.

With a salary list of §$37,000 on m)'
with the prices now,
warrants me in making Lh'm
night in the week, anil prices that will put epera
within the reach of people who may
| cannot afford it at the present prices.
{nterest in the new opera house s the enthusiasm of the moment;
Then we may see muny things.
and the hat of Hammersteln seemed to turn into tIs

r

me change my mind. I have gone ahead without help from anyone and
bullt this opera house. I have scoured Europe and brought the best singers
I have done this without encouragement of any kind,

In’
Even my
I.zm happy only when I

and all the

the ldve of music, that has been

has the gallery surprised me. There the most

The people nre hiagry

tig-

keep the prices wuiro
hands, 1 can’'t afford to
o many changes if the sup-
There may be a double

At present 1 must

But there may

stnying away now because they

I do not beltev that the public's
but {
I shonld like"——

ve

‘Are your old friends comlng over {rom Broadway?” I asked.
“No one s coming out of friendship,”
| | friends along Broadway than Roosevelt could shake a big stick at.
my opera house were located at Forty-second street and Broadway and I|pot counted on my friends helping me in this enterprise,
You've got to deliver ' come once, but if they didn’t like opera they

| New York theatre-goers are not loyal
| them it 18 slmply a matter of getting what they want.
1 -ean't-think of anything more,

gald the man who hag more
“I have
They might

wouldn’t come again. No;
«arned that long ago. With
And now, what else
uuh-r,q you want me to

o T S
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~

The Difference Between
‘the Merry Yuletide and a

Well-Framed Blrthday.
. By Roy L. McCardell.
“T HIS Christmas gift ays-

tem haas got me going,"

sald the Chorus Glrl,
'l be star-guzing for sure If
it's kep' up mueh longer,

“Christmas comes buil ohce a
year, lLelng so different from
Lirthdays, which you can have
ns ‘often ad yow wish, so long as
you pull 'em Off before a new
audience.

“A birthday Heats Christumas
to shreds for another ' reason.
Christmas {8 glve as [well aa
take, but there's a come-back
when o tactful girl has a birth-
day without telling pow old she is.

YA girl's first thought when she has a rew fellow
on her staft is how long must I walt with this one
before 1 lead the athmt gently up to month ptones
and what star one waas r»(-'-n under? Becauss Wednes-
day next s my birthday!®
SYPHTA MUST bosatd - with wintome-giriishness. - And
only after you've studied Julla Marlowe ard Maude
Adameu and have played ingenue in stock, ke I have;
can you say It without getting tha guy Jerry—l
mean without making the gentleman suspicious,

It would | mnke my mother sit up and snarl {f she
knaw I nve? used such slang. Of course I don't, but
the way Amy De Branscombe talks it is something
florce, |

“Well, I was telllng you about the dirthday gax.
Every time [ got & new beau I have a now birthdgy.
That's the acld test. If he don't come up as Chepr-
tul Charley, then I kirow I am In on a dead one,

“And let me tell you about that. Nover be hope-
ful lhe) 1l do batter next time. Once & dead one, al-
ways a dead one,

“1f a friend will do you once, he' ll d() you aguln,
And that is why all girls are so apt to overestimate

“ihelr birthdays snd undercelimate thelr age,

“Not that they want the presents so very much,

but to And out df Willle Everdrop loves you or loves

you\not, 3

YAl girls do it, andl they don't give each other
;mgL' about $t-elther.' 8o for goodness sake don't
say I told you! | ?

“Tiut, at that, {f/you are courting a new doll and
she commenoes to ask you about what month atone
(s the garpet,‘and If you belleve In‘belng born under
lucky stars, don't siart when she plpes you off in-
nooextly that next W edncadt\) is her birthday,

"If a girl 18 born under a lucky star, her admir-
ers produce in & way to snake the joweller joyful.

(084 dossn’t produce, he's given some preferred
#lock 1 the Home and Consumers' Ice Company.

“Donald De Bransbombe has come home for Christ-
mas, You remoember mo telling you about that sweet
grpdunte “From the solitary-confinement collegd?

“Wo haven't had much trouble with tim because

o six-day Dbleyole race is just his style. And the
vrowd hag been #o larze and ecarecless that Douald
Do RBronscombe has heen self-supporting.

“Dopey McKnight has got him buffaloéd. I don't
know how [t was Ik apey got the' Indian algn on him,
bedt ita been ever ainde Dopey and hé had words nnd
Dopey atatided him with rho/pmnn stool,

“AMayboe you idn't know {t, Wt Dopey MceKnight
{s Jusy crazy nh{lut pets, only Mamma De Brans-
combe won't lat Him keap them in the flat,

Hl'vo heatd him say a hundred times that he wanted
to save up hlsg money to buy a dictionary or a
gorilla, If he Knew wherg (hey sold them on instal-
ments,

“A Jletlonary and n gorlilal Alnt that juet lke
Dopey? And he has no usgg In the world for a die-
tionary, but hels like dverybadv else, he will 'set hll

¥ mind on usoless things.
0L qourse, we've mal u 'roda, Bl wad Dopey

115

144 woryan
» g e A

-y »...,,,_.-.~

Is Just daffy about tt. When we lake it out anywhere
Dopey inists on carrying It

“An old gent who seen him Jugging it up Broad-
way after us the other night and who had his pou
with him took Dopey for an amateur pullanthropist

AN says the amiable old sosh,
RYis spirit of Christmas (s in you, young mux. it's
tn mal!

AL ‘&crx are going to make some one m'\py with yon
“sald the boozy old boy; ‘I edanire you for {t.'

\od ‘Haw, make 'em happy with this' And he pulled
out a blond wedge that would make you moan, and,
tearing off the cover, he Inflicted it op Dopey,

“It was twenty bucks, and Mamma De Rranscombe
wanted us to go back and get the glver, Decause, as
gha sald, hs might meet with some tther peopls and

got robbed,

“Say, It's a wonder ghe's got a son who's & rum,
He doean’t steal his disposition with the rest of
the things he brings home with him.

“S8ay, before ¢hat twenty dollars was warm In
Dopes‘a mitt she was thinking up schemes to take
{t away from him, from locking him up alone and
sa'ling him a pack of cigarettes for (t, to -'mniy
stabbing him with an axo #f he Aiin't glve It up
quistly and no questions asked,

“] saw right away that she had set her mind on
it, and %Her hand would follow soolr

“With Dopey MoKnlght, the simplest way s the
sasiest, I turned-to him; he ntill had the Teddy Bear,
hnldmx it tight, and 1 sald, 'Dopey, -if you'll give

o that twenty dollars I'll let you carry the Teddy| Whenever you hear that opportunity knocks at ovar),pool rooms {8n't s0 punk either.

Ih..lrl'

*“You're cn!' sald Dopey, and slipped it {0 me

“Say, Mamma De Branscombe was so mad mhe
her mink boa n two. And if you think that's easy,
even t'mug“x agitated, try it onoce.

“Say,'kid, when {t comes to ralsing the dust around

Christmas time, I'm the original high wind, and alll

others ls imitations!™

18 glad to soe |

bit |

]

’Joe Miller, ofdoke Book Fame,Talks About New York’

e By Martin Green.

'

ler and thus stamped mY-
self ay one of vur favorite
liwmorists, it was deoreed that I

HAVR\’G discoversd Joe Mil-

derstudies. We are quite an army,
including  writers, ocomedians
who get up thelr own stuff, |

agers of the varfous rapid-tran- |
sit systems that keep Now York.- |
ors lealthy by makKing
walk,

“Sconer or later,” sald Joe In

0 an interview at one of his of-

3c~ ‘they all have to get in llne. Our national
motto is, ‘GET THHE COIN." The wmy to get the coin

|13 to shoot the con. Hand out ths salve. Never over-
loox that everybody 18\ o sucker but you. Never make
e stagger until you know where you are going to get
Loff. If yom get Inm wrong, make somebody else the

"Your name for the public should be r-au} Bollvar,

man's door bear In mind that In & majority of cueo
opportunity wears boxing gloves when tt-knocks, —Int
tha remaining few Instances It ures an axs. To
| achleve success you require 70 per gent. gall,
| cent, pull,
per cent, ahility to make others do your work.
‘“When I dished out the Immortal! work that has
spread my fame all

10 per.
10 per c¢ent. desire to work hard and 10| * chm this kind of stuft has to wind jup with a snap- |

wuor- Joke Book, I copped all my !deas, To all|
are trying to keep in line with the national motto |
Bwipe everything you see

I would give this advice.
that you can uss. Originaliy is a foolish nsset. Look
at our great inventors. Those who are not born with

scme of the Instincts of a pawnbroker or & OOTPOTi- |
should join the ranks of his un- | tion attorney generally teach thelr finish on the In-
| mide, looking out at the scenery mrmaang a pom {

house.
“Many & promising caresr has been crabbed nt e

after-dinner speakers and man- | start by a too robust conception of the rights of
otheras. The man who manifests a dispositdon to turn|

Do !

the other cheek widll be kept busy turning 1L

them | you recall that line in ‘S8ls Hopkins,' ‘Never do nothin’|
| for nobody that won't do nothin' for you?
i.that,

I wrote
It got the biggest laugh i{n the show, Why?
Because ‘people tn general fesl that way.

“You must excuse me, I've got to lam. President |
Roosevelt {8 preparing a special message to Congresws,
and I'm needéd In Washington, Thaey had me on tiie
fump for a few days during the sesalon of the Civie
Federation hers, That etunt of milllonaires advocats
ing the conflscation by tha Government of every-
body’s millions but thelr own was ona of the bost 1 ever
a4’ District-Attdrney Jerome's crusade against tho |
But the thing I class |
as my one best bot at this writing 1 thse Damocratio
‘imtu (cmmmec putting rollers under Pat MceCar-
ren,’

“But, you know,'" I ventured, as Joe hur rn! nway,

per

Oh, very well'" he replied. “Never do a.x.;rthlnc

over the world, namely Joe| that lomobody else hasn't dones, and do it worss,™

Mr. and Mrs. Cantfooler. &.2 S‘ci .2 G &2 Qs BYEE _F. Flinn

MERR'S AN ADVERTISEMENT
OF A RLSTAURANT CALLED
“THE 8IGN OF THE POPPING
WINE BOTTLR', \ DRAR = Ll'fe
a‘l\’ IT FOR D'NNERIW

IVI. BEEM~
ER~ X DON
THINK IT's JusT
A PROPER PLACE.

)

HE 8TARTED TO BAY HED

BEEN THERE|~T'LL FIND ouT!
FELIX, X WANT TO 8EB THAT
PLACE - JUST FoR THE NovELTY!

Iva PUT
MY FOOT'IN
| i

T BOT I'LL
1 TAKE A CHANCE]

'rna. DOOR-TENDER,
SHOW S MO BIGN OR
RBCOGNITION!

THE WAITER
DOESN'T sEemM
TO KNOW MiMm !

THERE'S WHAT T

WAITER -« ONTO

CALL AN INTELLIGENT]

AND THE HEAD
WAITER DOESN'T)

JULius 18
WISE,Too!

ONE OF DER LADIES
WOT WAS N YOUR PARTY
DR OTHER NIGNT FORGoOT
Di% GLoVE,

MR, CANTEOOLER!

o

NEW YORK, Dec 14

year; another !5 that efter . ot}
has come we wuon't be fnding

brand-for-family-use
stories In the magnzines
about ten or eleven blessed |
months,
sun,

mlnnt the Obvristmas magazine
gtories. I know most of them
by heart, and it's & good deal

I CToLd

| December, just as regular as renewing a note

The first Christmas megazine story out of the box
{s usually the one about the wicked ol plutocrat,
with one leg in the grave, who starts for his clud
{on the wintry Christmas Eve, and just as he gets to
|Lho door hie seas his poor, underpald cleric still peg-
ging away at the day-book, and a swuiden tender-
ness oomes over him and an impulse to do good
| wells up 'from his long-fromén heart, eto, oto., eto.
This one ‘s thought by some to have originited with
Charles Dickens, but I have reasons to belleve that
[ 1t dates back to Noah, and maybe further back than
| that,

Nix, nix on the suXden thaw among the frosen
works of the oruel plutocrat in this day and petiera-
tion. In these bright Btandurd Oil thmas ths cruel
| plutoerat doesn’t give his Prisoners of Chillon any-
thing, unless it's a month lay-oft without salary,
Any time %e begins to writs Christmas ahecks for the
“kakmmr you may confidently expsot to hear next
that they are giving him the needlle test for reflexes
'downv at Dellovue and a trustes s golng to be ap-
Ipo!nud for the estate.

It has been my observation that the wealthy old
gentleman with one leg in ths grave lfkes to put the
other one qut of the cab window on Ohristmas Bve.

mngnq*'m maﬂookn-—tho story about the dchorus girl
buttertly of Hmuﬂwny who sfts amid tha gladmome
throng, the wayest of the gay, but s overtaken with
| remorse just as the bella ring out the Christmaes|
morn. You remember that one, of course? “Theim is
| something ahout the waliter's turn-down . oollar that

| raminds her of tha one her dear old dnd used to wear|

lwhen he went to a funeral or had his pioture taken,
and ths thronging memories of the oMl life on the
{farm rize up bafore her violet eyesiand she leaves
| her carcleas companions and steals v:nm_ storm

' Ialoma. Tine, very fine?

But {f the gay dutterfly person s miserabls on |
| Ohristmas Eve, just as soon as she has found some- |
| hody who s willing to buy coplously she oertainly
has fine control over hersolf, becduse you never wiald
| suspeot it from her manner and general conrversation.
| Also, we mustn't sVverlook the one ebout the prodi.
| ga]l won who maekes a fortune in the Klondike and
comea homm on Christmas Day, fust as the old.folks
lare about to be dispoxscasad from thefr humble ool
gnd pays off the mortgage and hands out large chécky !
and wears a furry coat,
lleve {n furries.

Pxperfencs shou'y teach us that when a m\m\

soveral things that recon- |
cile me to Christmaa, Ono!
u&ntltoomelbutomo.;

: : i Dr_.,m GRBIN — There are;

more of those XXX-ataple-|
Onhristmas
for|

on the whole, I ru‘“[
I haven't got such a ETUAEe| o0 ity for a Christmas gift. But he did have

Itke measting old friends when they bob up every|

Then uhml the veteran whioh no self-respeoting |’

Hi Glasses to Green
Glabscs. His Brother
at Funny Glasses, Va.
By Irvin S. Cobb.’

o nome in the hotel register that the clerk won't be
| able to read, and then dis happy, He didn't have
any suitable prescnts in his valise elther, unioss you
ohanced to be a steam jaundry and wanted a few

& bottle, &nd he got it out just the same as the
drummer did in the story, It waa a bottle of that
| squlrrel whiskey—the kind they use to take off warts
with in Peoria, where they make it. Omne of tro
passengers took a swallow out of !t and was h.-
stantly wrapped in blus flames, and the bm."ken)
lloked the oorik amd it gave him apinal men!nc” .
And when he got through telling his merry story +w
Iynched our drusnmer friend with the bell-cord.

Well, good-by, Green. Don't forget t.o mmg owp
344

your stooking. Your brother,

P. B.—On second thought, hang up the landlor!, toé,

May Manton’s Daily Fashions,

2
i g G

nnurormo,xdonzt»- T

!
axcq ue Nightgown—Pattern No, 8640,
plain sacque nightgown ls perfectly smooth
over the shouldars, and can e made from the
heavier materials withoyt olumsiness or dis-

| won makes a pile in the Klondike he doean’t hike for| agresahle bulk, while it ts quite suficiently full at the

home.

Ha hastens right on here to God's country—/ |lower portion for genutne camfogt. This one allows o

'm\‘x tha premises have Hean sublet by the original! dholoe of yoks, or no yoke, and 9 made with the wide

Lowner—and begina
{ tha ortetnal Taradera mextat ara atill In the maricat,

But my favorite of them Thil iy tihe
train
on Christmas Day,
sonduator with a disposition like an exposed
tmxo‘lm{ apocticle, And then up rieés

mmer, whb produces presents for the

|
{with the

waeping
Wery
t folly dru
children nml
in o good humor,
nogg right thore
{ the book.
| But I'm tha member who has taken that degree |
[ Onoo I got snowhound on a train Christmas Day, We |

nerve

the ingredtents for an egy-
rﬂp. Tovely, lsn't it?—{n

and as
in hila

one that Ml'&rmmu materials,
that gots (- nrovidentially mow“mund oloth, with frillg of emdrcidery, The quantity of
passetgera grumpy, Mttle children ter{al required for the mpdtum siwe is § 1-2 yards 27

1

had the drummer right there: too, but he was one|

{of those intollectual glants of the travelling profes-
| slon who spend thelr spare titne practising m scroll
| glznatize o the hope that aome day they can write
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t0 loak around and sese if any of| roll-over collar, po becoming equally wall adaptsd to
| lannel, flanngletts and nusin, camdrio and all tho

Aa fustrated, It s made of lon

hA-

or 5 1-4 yards 84 fnches wide, with 2 'y'u‘da of am-
brofdery for the frills.
Pattern No. BB40 ls out in sizes ror o 84, 85, 38, 10,

(alls n nm"r\ rlm‘y that puts everybody ' (2 44 and 48 tnch bmg meamre,
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